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Harmonious combination between tradition and modern, the world knows to Japan is a country with national pride,
peacetul life and beautiful landscape. So images of Japan was existed closely in heart and mind of Vietnam, and I
were a students in university of Japan, always keep memories of Japan, Japanese and university I have been lived

and studied there.

Although I had been said “goodbye” Tokyo, Japan and dear university more than three and half years but many
memories and nice images still keep in my mind and heart, Japan where is rich in history and traditional culture
and mixed with animation and modernization of a developed city. Today’'s Tokyo is as modernized city with luxury
stores and many skyscrapers and modern traffic system as metro system and Shinkansen, but the dreamlike
sceneries and magnificent architectural heritage of old Japan can still be found.

As like other Vietnamese students, study abroad is a dream to learn and more understand new and advanced
education foundation of developed country as well as improving and upgrading specialist knowledge, and I was one
of these lucky students. Before coming to Japan, I were working for German Technical Cooperation (GIZ) to support
Vietnam forestry sector in implementation of project on building capacity for sustainable forest management and
biodiversity in two provinces of Vietnam. After one year of working, decision to upgrade and improve the speciality
was be established in my mind. And I came to Tokyo, Japan in the autumn of September, 2008 for attending the
master course (2008 - 2010). My first destination was a ancient university was built from 1877, name of university is
Tokyo University of Agriculture and Technology - NOKODAI -B 5% & T. k%%, and Vietnamese students always call
with tenderly name is TUAT. More than 130 years, the university still keeps available ancient architectural from
the first day of establishment. From the main gate to centre of university is stone road with double row of trees
lead to the main building. The main building is heart of university where regular organize important events of
university such as entering and graduated ceremony, cultural forum ect.. Furthermore, all offices of university also
located at here, especial supported student room where allow and provide many information according to
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scholarship program, tuition fees and extracurricular activities and other important information from leader of
university.

Enter university yard behind the main building, I could still imagine about research buildings, library, canteen,
trees in the yard and a pond with golden fishes located front of No.2 building. The building No.2 where international

: : — —. students research and study there, almost
laboratories and lectures and seminars which
are frequently organize here for both of
international students and Japanese students.
This building was build with modern
architecture and set up class room system in
logicality. Especially, each floor has a kitchen
room is located at the end of corridor, it is
location that all students come from different
countries to meet, chat and exchange culture
and life-experiences together in the lunch and dinner.

Until now, I still feel care and share from supervisors and Japanese friend
during my lifetime in TUAT and Japan. As different as other Vietnamese
students, I could come to and learned the master course in Japan by supporting
fervently from father’s friend. Anywhere and anytime he regular supported
and helped me when I met with serious difficult in the first time of new life in
Japan. For my supervisors and other teachers, I received warmly care and
support from them, they always ready for supporting and helping any student
who met matters inside or outside of university. I still remember that my
laboratory frequent organize internal seminar on every Friday, at that time
each student has to report on research progress and record all comments and
recommendation from supervisor for improving their research. For me, I was a first foreign student in his
laboratory, his care intended for me was especial. He supported so much for my research proposal and learn about
the Japanese culture and food. However, I could not speak Japanese language well so communication between my
supervisor and classmate have a little bit of different but my supervisor created warmly and comfortable
environment to exchange experiences and learning together. So I am waiting to opportunity to visit my supervisor,
friends and Japan.

Cultural interference from different countries (Japan, Vietnam, Campuchia,
Laos, Pakistan, Afghanistan, China, Korean, South Africa..) is marvellous feeling
and lesson from sharing and exchanging cultural basis. And I will never forget
one of my warmly friend he come from Afghanistan. He was “neighbours” with
me in the dormitory, sometime he cook several traditional food of Afghanistan
and invited me to join cosy dinner with him. I still remember nice taste of rice
and curry which were made base on traditional approach. International
friendship created great opportunities to learn and knowledge about society and
life come from other countries as well as creating good memories about friends
who had been studied and shared with me during lifetime in Japan.

: : Finally, the image of cherry flower -
Sakura always remains in my mind. The cherry blossom has always been the
symbol of ephemeral beauty in the Japanese culture, and very often associated
with the Bushi and Samurai, among whom it was said that life was short and
beautiful. The season of cherry blossom very often start at the end of March and
early of April, At that time, the custom of Hanami - flower watching under the
fully blossomed cherry trees, observation of cherry blossom occurred only in one
week because of cherry flower has short live. It is wonderful time that I and my
friends organized cosy party with Vietnamese and Japanese food and drinking
Asahi beer under cherry trees — which help me never never forget Japan.

With the education I studied and received, I easily used the knowledge learned to find a new job with the right
expertise. Currently, I am working in technical cum program officer for forestry programs of GIZ, to implement
sustainable forest management for natural forest management according to international FSC standards. With
the knowledge and experience learned, I was successful in applying the operations that work on the current
project. With your contribution, our project has been successful in supporting two forestry companies achieve FSC
certification for sustainable forest management of natural forests in Vietnam first.

In just two short years, Japan and TUAT has become a part of my life, and I am waiting for a opportunity to
come back Japan for studying PhD program and visit my dear university again in near future.
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