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I have graduated from Tokyo University of Agriculture and Technology (TUAT) in
Forestry Department 2005-2009 at Kengo Furubayashi Sensei’s Laboratory (Wildlife
Conservation). After graduated, I returned to Indonesia as a lecturer in Lampung
University, Faculty of Agriculture, Forestry Department. Lampung Unversity has been
signing the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with TUAT. It is signed by the
president of Lampung University and TUAT in 2008.

I am a secretary and permanent associate professor in Forest Department of
Lampung University, and I am teaching about forest resources environment and wildlife
conservation. As for forest resources environment, Lampung has two National Park,
way Kambas and Bukit Barisan Selatan. And as for wildlife conservation, Lampung has
endangered animals such as Sumatran Elephant and Sumatran Rhino. That why I take
my concern on it and conclude it as my target research. Iam also taking part in Indonesia
Alumnus of Forestry Association (PERSAKI) as a general secretary. PERSAKI is an association belong to people
who have already graduated from Forestry in Indonesia.

Since 2011, There were several students of Lampung University that have been participating in Short Term
Exchange Program (STEP) at TUAT. The students are Mr. Eko Prasetyo in 2011, Mr. Dian Shandy Utama and Ms.
Leony Delta Ellanita in 2012, and Ms. Desis Kurniati in 2013. There are also 2 students will join this program and
come to TUAT this year (2014), they are Ms. Tety Maryenti and Ms. Chintia Tandoyo.

Regarding to MoU between Lampung University and TUAT. Lampung University has also an oppurtunity to do
researcher/ lecturer exchange. That is my oppurtunity to get back to TUAT as an exchange researcher. I really
Interest to participate in that program. I hope I can get some oppurtunities to come to TUAT again. I love that
campuss very much, because they have very good facilities to study, including online digital journal access, and I
could have chance to learn from excellent lecturer in TUAT. TUAT also gave me a huge energy to support my
country to develop and improve better in future.

In 2013-2014, T contributed to be a local facilitator of JICA project as following items: (1) I facilitated people to
improve development of wood industry in Small Diameter Logs (SDL) processing, (2) collected success story person
regarding to small scale of wood diameter logs in Lampung province and other provinces, (3) facilitated Farmer
Group of MAKMUR in East Lampung to get Timber Legality Certification (SVLK License). These activities are new
target research for me.

As I realized that the MoU has been some oppurtunities to come to TUAT as an exchange researcher, I
challenge my self to get this oppurtunity. and I hope TUAT can facilitate their alumnus, especially alumnus from
Lampung University to exchange research and knowledge. I hope TUAT more develop and active for forestry
research sector in the world.

And finally, I hope you are always in good condition, healthy, and happiness.
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MEMORIES WITH TUAT
Dang Quoc Dung (N b7 4 SEE H21)

I am Dang Quoc Dung, from Vietnam. My Japanese friends always call me “Dan”. I
achieved my master degree (2006) and Ph.D degree (2009) at Tokyo University of Agriculture
and Technology (TUAT), Japan.

After obtaining my Ph.D in major Natural Resources and Environment in September 2009,
I came back to my country and currently, I am a lecturer at Ton Duc Thang University, one
of the leading universities in Vietnam. Although I have been working in Vietnam for five
years, memories about my time at this dear university have always been in my mind.

TUAT is a state university which was established 138 years ago. Compared to universities
in Vietnam (usually 60 years), this university is much older. Especially, the TUAT has two majors: agriculture and
technology, which research on renowned fields such as natural resources and environment, biological technology,
computer science, robotics, etc. This is the mutual Agri-Tech model which is being applied in many Vietnamese
universities.

Japanese professors are very helpful. I could always get support from them both

in lab and outside of the lab. Students could freely ask questions in class and if they
needed further explanation, they could make an appointment with their professors or
send them emails. I remember once I did my assignment in the mid-night and really
wanted to get clarifications from my professor, I sent him an email and surprisingly,
I got a reply immediately. Despite having busy schedules, all of my professors were
always willing to support me. The two professors I miss the most are Professor
Hiroyuki Nakamura and Professor Yoshiharu Ishikawa. They not only supervised my researches dedicatedly but also
taught me a lot of invaluable knowledge and life experience. Until now, when becoming a lecturer and instructing my
students, I could understand my supervisors’ patience and enthusiasm at that time.
Japanese students are very eager to help international students. I remember on my first days at the university, they
showed me how to classify garbage and where it should be located, register library card, etc. They introduced many
students’ clubs to me such as martial art club, music club, culture and language club, etc. I was impressed by their
friendliness.

The university’s student services are very supportive. All staff members are approachable and helpful. I was
informed abundantly about the university s policies and procedures of enrolment, dormitory, health services, insurance,
etc. I have learnt from them that good services include responsible manners, intention to detail and responsiveness.

The university also supported students in searching for scholarship. There were also tuition fee exemption policies
for students having financial difficulties. At that time, my monthly expenses were about 80000 yen including food,
house rent, books, phone and transportation. This amount of money was equal to an average person’s 8 months salary
in Vietnam. Without support of the scholarship and policies, I could not continue my study and pursue my dream.

I also cannot forget the field trips to former capital Kyoto and Kanagawa prefecture with my Professor Yoshiharu
Ishikawa, my friend Wakahara Taeko and other students in lab. The professor instructed us in sampling very
specifically. Although the sampling was conducted in mountainous areas, everybody did not feel tired when climbing
mountain. Through the trips, I have learnt that in order to work effectively in a team, you are required to strictly
follow the team rules and maintain a strong spirit towards your aims.

My trip to Nagoya ski resort with other international students of TUAT is my unforgettable
memory. For a person coming from a tropical country with annual average temperature 24C,
skiing for the first time was a great experience. I have to say that autumn is so glamorous. I
love early mornings when I could hear the sound of falling leaves. Secular trees with yellow
leaves at the entrance and ancient appearance of the university created peaceful scenery.
Sometimes, wind from stadium and sport hall made the leaves fall on the small paths like
yellow rugs to the tennis court. I miss summer with cicadas’ sound and spring with many
memorable festivals. I noticed that what makes spring in Japan special is cherry blossom.
Many people visited Japan in this season because of those glorious flowers. I still remember
spring of 2009, some Japanese friends and I wandered around the campus for flower viewing, gathered for a drink to
say good bye to those who were about to graduate. The nostalgic feeling has stayed with me until now.

Peaceful Fuchu city and modern but ancient TUAT have always been in my heart since my first step in Japan.
I am grateful for having had a chance to study here. TUAT is always open to international students and is an ideal
place to start your academic journey.
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First Impression in Japan
Vu Thuc Linh (N b4 EERE H21)

Six year ago, the first time to come to Japan by development cooperation between Vietnam and Japan for capacity
building of Vietnamese people. I had read many books and watched document-aries and movies about Japan
before falling in line with new life, but everything was quite new for me when I started living in Japan. And Tokyo
University of Agriculture and Rural Development was a good university to help me in completing my research on
Vietnam agricultural economic development assessment. Especially, my professor is Japanese but his second language
1s Vietnamese, this was a good chance to discuss deeply my thematic research because I could explain it in my
language when I feel difficult to explain in English sometime.

I have lived in Japan for nearly 3 years. Like a lot of foreigners, Japanese people often ask me to tell them what my
first impression in Japan was. For many years, and until now, I never really thought about the question so seriously.
I just said something like, “Oh! The streets are very small and clean, there are a lot of sky buildings, the weather
is wonderful, especially the spring is sakura season , and Japanese people is very very friendly and enthusiastic ---”
Well, one day I decided to think really seriously about my very first experience in Japan that impressed me. Well, this
happened just out of the university. A Japanese friend picked me up and planned to drive me to Shinjuku and Shibuya.
It was a surprise by alternation among high building, modern house with traditional houses, it makes sense to maintain
traditional cultures in the context of industrialization, but it was not first my impression. My most impression began
when my friend took me to a typical small Japanese restaurant that serves things like rice dishes called “donburi”
or ramen noodles. At that time, I couldn't speak but a few words of Japanese, though, and was totally unprepared for
what happened next.

Just inside the sliding door, the space of restaurant is small but everything is set up very tidy and romantic with
yellow light. Near the door, there was a cash register to the right. Behind the register was a young lady wearing an
apron, looking like she was operating the till between waiting tables. When she saw us come in, she looked up and
velled in a very loud voice directly at us, something that I could not understand.

Another waitress, who even though she was obviously taking somebody's order and had her back to us, swung
around, looked at us, and yelled at us with the same sharp tone of the first lady. Then, even from the back of the shop,
one guy was standing behind a small window which is enough space to give food out, even though he was obviously
preparing the food, he looked at us and yelled the small word like ladies, too, but he was even louder than them.

It was so stressful, there was no emotion on their faces while they were yelling at us. They did not smile or even
grin. They were most definitely yelling, though, and I have to admit that I was a bit frightened.

So, I kind of kept my head down and walked behind my friend to the table where we were to eat. As soon as I got
the chance, I whispered to him, so as not to be overheard, "What were all of those people saying to us?"' Quite frankly,
after the third person, I was thinking that they didn't want us in their establishment.

My friend smiled at me and said, "Oh! They were just saying, “welcome”. I have to say I was relieved, but still in
shock.

So anyone who wants to visits Japan for tour or study or any purposes should soon come to learn the word
“irashaimase” which really does mean welcome. This is typical culture of Japan to bring comfortableness and
satisfaction to their customers when they visit and try their services.

Until now, it s the interesting thing for foreigners as like me, and an enjoyable feeling is that after a short time
staying in Japan, you really get to used to it because it is everywhere. It is all part of living in Japan as well as my
first impression when I come to Japan.
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Japan Impress on my mind Integrated agricultural development towards natural
sustainable way and cultural value conservation for the future

Before navigating to Japan for two year of agricultural study plan, I had understood
that Japan have got many amazing achievements at almost of the social economic sectors
by applying new advantage technologies in production such as automatic robots, bio-
technologies, electronic systems ‘- and the human factors that has been also contributed
to make a miraculous Japan, a unique country in the world. And after 2 years of enjoying
Japan in studying master course of Tokyo University of Agriculture and Technology
(2008 - 2010), when back to home country, I still keep following the changes of the Japan
and again see the amazing attitudes of them about mutual affection and mutual love
each other after Earthquake disaster through pictures of principle queuing up for food
receiving of a little boy or the words saying sorry of journalist family about their son making disturb for the country

Dinh Van Dao

(N bhF L4 EERE H22)




when he himself take risk in the war. Therefore, in this article, I would share an impress experience learnt about iron
will of a farmer family for continuing their sustainable concept about the integrated agricultural development towards
combination of natural-traditional-modern way in Fujieda Prefecture, Japan.

While, many other Japanese farmers concentrate on using the advantage scientific achievements in agricultural
production to get more and more benefit and to minimize human labour investment, the Kinezuka Ayumi family still
tries to keep developing their own agricultural practices that closely link with traditional and natural factors parallel with
the new friendly technologies. In fact, in first period they did not get as much economic benefit as they wished, but they
have the strongly belief that they will success in the future based on the integrated agricultural development.

For example of their organic tea production, they apply the advantage techniques such as using the machines for
soil preparation, transportation of organic fertilizer, controlling the frog density for the tea field::- in combination
with tradition practices and knowledge of organic farming introduced by the University, even the organic fertilizer is
produced by them through new methods (figure 1). For some first years, they did not get much as benefit as the next
tea fields applied the intensive agricultural practice (figure 2). And, after some years later, with the concept of integrated
production including factors of ecosystem conservation, safe quality of tea products and utilization of some advantage
traditional practices, they have got the success in organic tea production by lower fertilizer treatment, no pesticide and
lower labour investment, their tea farm still look better than the next ones (figuge 2). Fertilizer preparedness is the
emerge example by applying the fermentation methodologies they could make the most of the redundant and waste
things from agricultural production and then they have available sources of organic fertilizers used for the organic tea
or rice cultivation. And even they do not apply any pesticide or any chemical inputs for all production. Moreover, in
some the first years, their products met some difficulties to enter the market due to cost price is quite higher than that
of other products and no products’ distribution networks. But, they try all their best with the future belief of success.
And, in 2014, they got a ward for their effort due to not only their value market products with lower price, much
consumption in the national market and also directly protect the ecosystem around their farm. Figure of gold medal
as the evidence for the long effort for next generation (see facebook of Kinezuka: https://www.facebook.com/ayumi.
kinezuka’?ref=ts&fref=ts

And moreover, they help to protect the tradition value things such as cakes made by rice, bean practices ‘-- and
support to educate the young generation which are losing oblivion in the modern life through the local festival and on-
job training programs which they them self is the teachers and instructors. Finally, I would summary of the full picture
describing the concepts and process for sustainable development of the Japanese farmers who would send the message
about the advantage values of the traditional production concept as the path way for the young Japanese generation and
world development (see next diagram).

Vice Director of Consultant Centre for Water resources economics and
management Institute of Water resources Economics and management

Sustainable Agricultural Development Concepts: Understanding after Trip of Fujieda Prefecture
Japan, 2010 (DINH VAN DAO, daohangl975@yahoo.com; VietNam)
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